
Sister Celia McDevitt, CSJ 
April 13, 1926 ~ December 05, 2017 

 
“Every prayer she ever prayed was answered,” friends attest, when remembering the 

gentle, quiet spirit of Sister Celia McDevitt, who died peacefully on the evening of 

December 5, 2017, at Carondelet Village in St. Paul. The sixth of eight children, Celia 

was born to Thomas and Cecelia McDevitt on April 13, 1926, in the farmlands of 

Shakopee, Minnesota.  

 

From an early age Celia learned about caring for the dear neighbor through the 

welcome her family extended to any and all who stopped or passed by their farm. As a 

young woman, she found great strength in daily liturgy, and with loving support from 

her mother and grandmother, Celia joined the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet in 

1949. Celia began a lifetime of ministry work in domestic services that were offered to 

many schools and parishes throughout the Twin Cities. In later years, Celia shared her 

gifts with the elderly at St. Columba Parish, the Wilder Nursing Home, and finally 

Sisters Care, where she brought joy and peace to many Sisters. In her words, “They 

know that I have a deep love for them and a great admiration for their gracious 

acceptance of each day’s challenges.” Sister Celia, rest in love and peace.  

 

Preceded in death by her parents, Thomas McDevitt and Cecilia (Vierling) McDevitt, 

brothers Ed and Lawrence McDevitt, and sisters Marie McDevitt, Agnes McDevitt, 

Ethel Haasken and Theresa Pratchner. Survived by sister Irene McDevitt Reinke 

Bursey, and many nieces, nephews, grand nieces and nephews. Mass of Christian 

Burial, 11 a.m., Monday, December 11, at Chapel of Our Lady of the Presentation, 

1884 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul, MN, with Visitation at 10 a.m. preceding Mass and 

burial at Resurrection Cemetery in Mendota Heights, MN, following luncheon at the 

Carondelet Center in St. Paul.  


