
Margery Smith, CSJ 
February 12, 1928  ~  March 14, 2018 

 
This highly educated lover and protector of antiquarian books, was born in Canton, Ohio on 
February 12, 1928, and died peacefully on the early morning of March 14, 2018, at Carondelet 
Village in St. Paul. A 1949 graduate of the College of St. Catherine with a major in English, 
Sister Margery earned a M.A. and Ph.D. in English Literature from the University of Chicago. 
In the course of her graduate work she was awarded a Fulbright grant to the United Kingdom, 
Cambridge. Considering herself “first and foremost a teacher,” Sister Margery began her career 
by serving high schools around the Twin Cities, including: St. Joseph Academy, St. Paul, St. 
Margaret Academy, Minneapolis, Central Catholic, Marshall, St. Mary’s, St. Paul, and St. 
Anthony, Minneapolis. In 1968 Margery began her vocation at St. Catherine University where 
she first taught in the English Department from 1968 – 1996, and then became Archives 
Director. During her more than 43 years at St. Kate’s she delighted in her students, especially 
the trips abroad to Greece, Ireland and Turkey. 
 
Offered by dear friend Geri Chavis 
 
A successful graduate of a renowned University of Chicago Ph.D. program, Professor Sr. 
Margery Smith was a most accomplished and enthusiastic educator who inspired a love of 
learning in her students at the College of St. Catherine. Her high standards of excellence 
never wavered, and her deep knowledge of and reverence for great literary works, combined 
with her dry wit and eloquence, provided truly memorable learning experiences, during her 
impressive teaching career in St. Kate’s English department. She had particular expertise in 
early British literature of the Renaissance and the Elizabethan Era and in Russian literature 
as well. During her years teaching in the English department, Sr. Margery was a trustworthy, 
stimulating colleague and a lasting friend to many of her students with whom she kept up a 
regular correspondence after they had graduated. With her English Department colleagues, 
she generously shared the copious teaching resources she had accumulated during her travels 
and through her extensive researching.  
 
One of Sr. Margery’s special contributions to St. Kate’s as a whole was her labor of love in 
the founding of the Antonian Scholars Honors Program.  After Sr. Margery “retired” from 
the English Department, she continued to contribute in very worthwhile ways to St. 
Catherine University, beginning a rewarding career as St. Kate’s archivist and regularly 
teaching the history of the “Book” to appreciative audiences. Through the years, she also 
regularly addressed St. Kates’ alumnae groups, captivating them with her sense of humor, 
keen mind and scintillating literary insights.  
 
To her last days, Sr. Margery’s intellect remained strong, and her faith provided a sure 
beacon to guide her. Moreover, her strong Catholic faith combined with a deeply-held 
respect for others’ religions. Sr. Margery was a courageous woman who possessed a 
delightfully feisty rebelliousness and knew how to speak truth to power.  



Family, friends and colleagues had this to say of Sister Margery: 
 

Sister Margery had many devoted friends, students and colleagues. She was fiercely dedicated to 
education of “Katies,” especially in the area of Liberal Arts. She was passionate about 
everything she did, she loved music and art, and frequently attended concerts. Margery loved to 
sing and was part of several choirs, including the JFFS “Just For Fun Singers.” She enjoyed 
taking classes in watercolor, loved listening to music, was well read, having been part of book 
clubs over many years. Margery was very astute on the politics of our world. She was diligently 
dedicated to preserving history of CSJ, St. Catherine University, and her family genealogy. 
Margery her family; they meant so much to her, and they came first to her. Margery was a world 
traveler, and had intense curiosity about the world and everything in it. She was always very open 
and very honest, it was very refreshing! She was a dear and very special lady, who cared deeply 
about her community of CSJs. For Margery, the New York Times and a hot cup of coffee was 
the best way to start a day! She was a tremendous role model for her family and the young 
women she taught. She was the keeper of the family history and wanted us to be proud of where 
we came from. “Saint Margery” was a woman of deep faith. 

 
Preceded in death by parents, Agnes Marie Mellon and Earl Clement Smith; sister, Eleanor 
S. Fox; brothers William M Smith and Stephen Smith, Margery is survived by many nieces, 
nephews, cousins, the Sisters of St. Joseph and Consociates, former colleagues and friends. 
 
Mass of Christian Burial was held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, March 23nd, at Our Lady of the 
Presentation Chapel, 1884 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul, MN, with Visitation at 10:00 a.m. 
preceding Mass. The burial was held at Resurrection Cemetery in Mendota Heights, MN, 
following a luncheon at the Carondelet Center in St. Paul.  
 

Sister Margery, rest in love and peace. 
 
 


