
 
 
 
 
 

Shirley Oeffling, CSJ 
October 19, 1931 ~ April 22, 2018 

 
This keenly intelligent and highly organized woman was born in Minneapolis, 
MN on October 19, 1931 and died peacefully on April 22, 2018 at Carondelet 
Village in St. Paul. “In her quietly efficient way, she could manage to do in 
one day what would take others twice as long,” “her concern for people was 
genuine and never obtrusive,” “she was a splendid listener,” were ways 
colleagues spoke of Sister Shirley (Mary Renee) Oeffling’s work as teacher, 
spiritual director, pastoral minister and educational administrator.  
 

She earned an MA in Theology from the College of St. Catherine, an MA in 
Education from the University of Minnesota, and a Pastoral Ministry 
Certificate from the College of St. Catherine. St. Mark, St. Columba, St. 
Therese, St. Pascal, St. James Parishes in St. Paul, and Our Lady of 
Lourdes and Ascension Parish in Minneapolis are among the communities 
in which Shirley served as teacher and administrator. She later worked for 
seven years as a student loan officer at St. Mary’s Junior College in 
Minneapolis and then as pastoral minister for St. Peter Parish in Richfield 
and St. Michael Parish in West St. Paul. Before retiring, Shirley worked for 
twelve years in the marketing department of Good Ground Press, a 
publishing ministry of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.  
 

Shirley was the expert on Catholic dioceses for Good Ground Press.  She 
researched who was in charge of adult programs, teen catechesis, and 
Confirmation in each diocese and made sure the religious educators knew 
what we had to offer them.  Her theology and spiritual direction MA made her 
especially helpful to our potential customers.  Shirley and Nora Mack, both 
proud St. Margaret’s graduates, were wonderful colleagues and great 
conversationalists.  We missed them when they retired.  ~ Good Ground 
Press 



Shirley’s love of nature was cultivated at an early age. As a child she spent 
summers on the farm of her maternal grandparents, “Ma” and “Pa.” In 
remembering these times, Shirley wrote, “I loved the peace and quiet of the 
country and the whole style of living. Each year, under Pa’s patient, gentle 
guidance, I learned more about farming. On the property there was a lake; 
often in the evening when the chores were done my grandpa and I went 
fishing until the sun set. He was so attuned to nature.” The summer before 
she entered eighth grade was a highlight for her because she became Pa’s 
“right hand man,” driving the team of horses while he loaded the hay. 
Shirley was an excellent writer, both as a student and when she journaled 
her personal reflections. At Carondelet Village she joined a writers group and 
valued the exchange of stories and insights among the members. 
 

Though not an athlete herself, Shirley enjoyed her favorite sports teams. 
Among them were Notre Dame, the Vikings, and, preeminently, the Twins. 
She donned her Twins cap on game days, displayed other memorability in 
her apartment, and kept track of players’ statistics. 
 

Shirley was diagnosed with ovarian cancer in December of 2004. Through 
the initial surgery and chemotherapy and the subsequent recurrences, she 
continued on with quiet determination and acceptance.  Her courage inspired 
all who knew her. ~ Susan Oeffling, CSJ 
 

Preceded in death by parents Hilary K. and Marguerite (Spurzem) Oeffling, 
Shirley is survived by sisters Mary Ann (Edward) Suttle and Susan Oeffling, 
CSJ; nieces and nephews, Scott (Caroline), Amy, Nicole (Tim), Mark, Jill; 
many grand nieces and nephews, and many friends, Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet and Consociates.  
 

Mass of Christian Burial was held at 11:00 AM, Thursday, April 26, 2018 at 
Our Lady of the Presentation Chapel, 1884 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul, MN 
with Visitation at 10:00 AM preceding Mass. Burial was at Resurrection 
Cemetery in Mendota Heights, MN, will follow luncheon at the Carondelet 
Center in St. Paul.  
 

Sister Shirley, rest in love and peace. 


