
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marguerite Turgeon, CSJ 
August 5, 1916 ~ June 16, 2018 

  
Artist, seamstress and crafter; creative, gracious and ever joyful are just a few attributes those 
who knew her best use to describe Sister Marguerite (St. Raphael) Turgeon, CSJ. Born 
Margaret Lorraine Turgeon in Minneapolis, MN on August 5, 1916, Marguerite died 
peacefully on June 16th at Carondelet Village in St. Paul. One of fifteen children, Marguerite 
knew at the young age of nine that she wanted to be a sister, so at the age of 16 she entered 
the CSJ Community. This March Marguerite celebrated her 85th Jubilee and until her death 
was the oldest living sister in the St. Paul community.  
 
Throughout her career, Marguerite served generously as a teacher at St. Mary’s School in 
Graceville, MN and Holy Name in Minneapolis, MN. She worked in the Admitting Office of 
CSJ community-sponsored hospitals at St. John’s in Fargo, ND, St. Mary’s in Minneapolis 
and St. Joseph’s in St. Paul. Having received an Associate Degree in Occupational Therapy 
from St. Mary’s Junior College in 1971, Marguerite continued her ministry in this field at St. 
Mary’s Extended Care Unit, the Greenbrier Home in St. Paul and Bethany Convent in St. 
Paul.  
 
Of all her achievements in ministry, three very special experiences should be noted. The first 
was her work with the developmentally disabled men at the Greenbrier House in St. Paul. 
Each Wednesday morning Marguerite and members of the CSJ team from St. Joseph’s 
Hospital would joyfully offer music, classes in religion, science, nature and math to help foster 
personal growth and development in a home-like environment. They truly worked to meet 
the need and offered a wonderful source of rehabilitation for many residents. 
 
The second came when Marguerite was assigned to walk and work with Darlene Morse, a 
young woman at St. Mary’s Extended Care Center, who lived in and out of an iron lung. With 
Marguerite’s gracious encouragement, Darlene learned to paint with a mouth stick and 
eventually went on to host her own art show. 
 
The third truly was a ministry because of the great joy it continues to bring both guest and 
resident of Carondelet Village, whenever they encounter the beautiful Victorian doll house 
called Beacon Hill. This house was gifted to the CSJ community in 1991 and after nine 
months and over 500 hours of work, Marguerite completed the assembly of over 1048 pre-



cut pieces, not counting the shingles and siding. As a result of this tedious diligent venture, 
other sisters were inspired and enjoyed assembling the furniture and homey touches. It was 
during this time that Marguerite was appointed Activities Director and Director of the 
Ceramics Department at Bethany, where she spread a cheerful motto of “living well, laughing 
often, and loving much.” 
 
Marguerite is preceded in death by her parents Edward and Malvina (Emond) Turgeon; 
brothers Raymond, André (Soup), Maurice, Richard, Joseph, Thomas, Reverend Robert, 
Philip, David; and sisters Eveline, Adrienne, Dorothy, CSJ, Marian, Joanne, CSJ. Marguerite 
is survived by many devoted nieces & nephews, grand and great-grand nieces and nephews; 
countless friends; and the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet and Consociates.  
 
Mass of Christian Burial was held Friday, June 22, 2018, at 11:00 AM, in Our Lady of the 
Presentation Chapel, 1884 Randolph Avenue, St. Paul, MN with Visitation at 10:00 AM 
preceding Mass, and burial at Resurrection Cemetery in Mendota Heights, MN.  
 

Sister Marguerite, rest in love and peace. 
 
 


